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y ſuch Things: I is Nature in the A 
9 were innumerable, both of ho that fell away into g 
Hereſies, and alſo vile Practices; 82 to be che Sub⸗ 
jects of that Work of the Spirit of God that was then, and were 
for a while amongſt thoſe that were truly ſo, as their 
ren, and ſome of their Company, and were not ſuſ 
not to be of them, till they went out from them : And they 
were not only private Chriſtians, but Teachers and Officers: 
and eminent Perſons in the Chriſtian Church; and ſome that 
God had thy we be with. miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 3 


1 
= 


Vs Gifts of the Spirit; 'for tho? Cut knew him, yet he 
not then cloath himſelf with the Character of Omniſcient 
udge, and Searcher of Hearts, but a Ged the Part of 2 Miniſtet 
of the viſible Church of God (for he wus his Father's Miniſter 7) 
nd chezefore-rejeied him not, till he bad diſcovered himſclf 
his ſcandalous Practice z thereby giving an Example to other 
and Rulers of the viſible Chatchy.not' to talke it upos 
xbem to act he Part of Searcher of Hearts, 1 
in thein Adminiſtrations by what is viſible and 
+; There were ſome. Inſtances then of ſuch Apoſtates, not 2 
in ſome that for a while were thought true Chriſtians, but ſome 
that were eſteemed:eminently full of the Grate of God's 1 | 
An Iaſtance of this Nature was Nicolas, one of the ſeven 
cons, who was looked upon by the Chiiſtians in Jeriſalum, in 
the Timd of that * pouring but of the See 
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Yee the IM ä 
e the Reforination'from Popery, ber great 
| Ye eee un e ins the b od ws wi 
Re that fell away into 
128 and abominable 
And tis particularly obfervable, that in Times of great 
try out of the Spirit to revive Religion in the World, a wg par: 
thoſe that for a' while ſeemed to 3 in it, "have fallen 
into — Beger es Fr Errors, and g's 
boaſti I eprom of of Spirituali ton, cen 
ing a DA Cond 8 cad” ns it was With 
Gee iets in the pe 17 Times 400 thas it was with the fe 
ral Sects of fe in the Time of the 9 as: Au- 
rbony Burgeſi ob his Book called Spiritual Refnin , 
Part 1. Setm. 23. Fhe firſt worthy Reformers, an 
1H — Inſtru God found I bitter Conflict Reih, | 
were exec not only with Formal iſts. and tradition . 
ur e one Side, but Men that pretended themſelv. 
10 be more inlightened than the Reformerz were, on the 
* Side: Hence they called thoſe that did adhere to r 
Sand would try“ Revelations by it, Lirtrifs pa Voweligs,. 
Men 3 . I; Words and Vowels of the Scriptyl 
© havin 3 it of "God": And whereſpever, 
u f rine of the Gol vel brake forth to k 
vo placing ing of Epp rey ſuch, Gs inions aroſt, lik 
Dares chat d 5 gage good Wh = whereby 785 
© Diviſions were raiſed, and the Reformation 7 dbomiinab 
e and odious to the World ; as if that had been the 


Sun to give 
Ns — Warinth'tothoſe Worms aid Serpents to craw! of 


und. Herice * ol 75 1 Lurber, and ſaid . 
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e > Th L 1 
n aries ters. nd 
bt" Crime ER Fake: as theſe 1480. 8 And de l ſo it 
the Begi ing of Nr f. 1 1 0 0 Days, when vieal 
hk”. Kind e Think as theſe broke oy 


85 N DES? wy ork is 1-6 from the Spirit 'of 
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= Pathos Ty, Farce. IF t 1 pi be 4. a (Hell 
— Areadſul, au never. ending Torments, | ge 
8 ch 9 in great Dan ef and as 
eget Pairs Men in Chtiſtian 3 7 * 


nerativn fall into, t of. Go 
Son of it On ei Danger Wd 10 for Wan 
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gs out, | 
refore — 70 ing Tuch Tares is. no Proof that a | 
8 te 6 God) 8 CR 0 cattied on. r 


taking 


avoid abundantly and moſt earneſtly ſetting them the 
Preadfulneſs of char Miſery they were in Danger. of, and their 
great Expoſedneſs to it, 4 waralng ay, or from it, and 
even to aloud to them. "1 
When Miniſters preach of Hell, and warn Sinners to avoid 
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a Mes e 


x due eg e rr 
702 the Cate of Sol to take reit Pains to make Men 
85 of it ? Why M N of the 
Fa be} I am ns | 
pb *r 1 
am very prone to 
e 
ruth of the Caſe, that ſets forth my M 
Evelieſt Manner. : 
T appeal to one in this 10 0 
not the very Cou L e 4 ap Expolſedneſs.to a- 
ny great temporal Calamity ? If any of vou that are Heads of . 
Families ſaw one of your. Children in an Houſe that was all on 


Fire over its Head, "Rs mango Fang of bein 2 
ite 


Folly Le Ae livel | dhe > 
X wa e itſelf 5 

ou continue to to it in a 
eee Converiatin 
Lg ous 1 hl at you you begin 

bf Reaſon yourſelf ? This is not the KEEL 


5 were 
not the Way of aby one Perſon in this A 


ra] Affairs of f great Moment, that require Heed cod ra 
Na | 


which they are greatly concerned, to {| 
others of their Danger, and warn them but a little ; and 
they do it at all, do it in a cold r 
teaches Men otherwiſe, If we that have the Care of 
knew what Hell was, had ſeen the State of the Damned, or b 
ay other Means, become ſenſible how dreadful their Caſe 
at the ſame Time knew that the bigger Part of Men 
. and ſawour Heirers in imminent f. . 
were not ſenſible of their Danger, and ſo af 
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ed neglected to eſcape, it would be morally 


* r tho bl og Conn 
ble 3 yer {if we on Lan ica- 
our Mi others) they contr 

Fr Tl as I obſerved before, have a Langua 

Minds, as well "as Words ; and at the anne ime that 


Preacher's Words repreſeat the Sinmer's Sur as infincely 0 
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Des the Golp 19 to be in vain 3 it. 
9 5 certainly ſuch and Affection in bn 
bath, as — 1 Nature and Importance of 

Not may 2 e gene Bot „ 


ing to en- 


Brink of 58 are juſt A to all into it, * ind tom th 


p to fright a Perſ 
n 8. 15 Fc Pg e be at 1 


Fear, thark — 4 is 115 75 15 it * very great, is oe 
to be ſpoken | 


Having thus ſhown, in Wenn what are * 
ee ork that is, wropght among & People, is not a 

I now 9 9 7 7 D om propoſede to p thew 
litively what are. inguiſhin pure Evidences 
and Marks of a Work of f Serke God, by Which we may 
proceed in judging of any W * find in, ourſelves, de 


among a People, without D 
Andi in chis, 23 1 an helen, Tal 10555 my{elf wholly to 
thoſe evi l are ph. the Apoſtle 1 * on 
wherein t, W is Ma is 
and more ur * pe than Mare l in the 1 


And in f heſe Marks, 8 the Or 
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without the Gates of Feraſalen 
and eſtabliſh their Minds in the Truth of what the Goſpel 
clares to us of his being the Son of God, * „7. 


Men; 'tis a ſure Sign that that Spirit is the Spirit 


| "God, God. due D ol Ws 


Vim will. I confeſs rhe pry a my 


fe a ws 1s | 
of 


This Sign the Apoſtle gives us in the'zd and 3d Verſes., 1 y 
know ye the Spirit of Gods every Spirit that conſe Neth that Teſwus 
Chrift is come in the Fleſb, it of God; pad 7785 Sirit that con- 


Ke not that Feſus Chrift. is come in A Fleh, is 8 % 9.48 


is Ot 428 not only that there was ſuch, a. 7 com 
d in Paleftine, and did and ſuffered the L in 
— 45 recorded of him, but that chat Perſon was 
1. 2 foe the Ano F. rg 
viour, as, the N ame 3 That thus much is 
implied in the A 3 is ow. by the — 
Ferſe, where the Avot is 0 on the ſame Subject 2 1 
the true Spirit bever Hall confeft that J i is She of 
And 'tis to be obſerved that. Ne Ward bail 11 Ang 
uſed in the New Teſtament, ſignifies, more than meer] / fs 306 
Jim pies aneftabliſhing and confirming a . Thing by Zevie ellimony, 
d declaring SE with Manifeſtation of t Efteem and Affection ; 0 
Matth. X, oe ver therefore ol confeſs me before Men, 
ather «which it in — 
Rom. xv. 9. 1 avill conſe/e to thee among the 2 
thy Name, 1 Phil. ii. 11. That every 7 
"that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glary of God ther, 9 — 
that this is the Force of the Coen, 25 the Apoſtle Fobn _ 
it in this Place, is confirmed by that other Place in the fame K- 
_piſtle, in the next Chapter, at the firſt Verſe, Whoſoever belicy- 
"eth that Fefus is the Chriſt, is born of God; 4 ' every one that 
loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that fs begotten of him. 
And by that parallel Place of the Apoſtle Paul, Where we have 
"the ſame Rule given to diſtinguiſh the true Spirit from all Coun- 
"terfeits, 1 Cor. A5 Wl, 3: Wherefore I give you to. underſtand, that 
no. Man ſprating 4 f 8 of Gad, calleth Jeſus accurſed, (or 
will ſhew an fl mean Eſteem of him) and 1 can 
Jay that Jaſtd is the Lird, but by the Holy Ghoſt --. 
30 that if the Spirit that is at Work among 2 People, is 
plainly obſerved to work after that Manner, as * convince mo 
of Chriſt, and lead them to Chriſt; more to confirm their Minds 
in the Belief of the Story of Ckriſt, as he app red in the Fleſh, 
A that he is the Son of God, and was ſent of God to ſave 
"Singers and that he is the only Saviour, and that they ſtand in 
at need. of him; and ſeems to beget in them higher and 
nore hondurable e of him Wy they uſed to have, and 
E t 5 Affections more to him; it is a ſure. Sign that it is 
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R muſt be that Jet that ' appeared in 
Fb, and not 1 Chriſt in his RENT any myſtical, 
taſtical Chriſt ; ſuch as the Light avithin, which the Spirit of 


-the Quakers extols, while it diminiſhes their Eſteem of, and 


nce upon an outward Chrift, or Jeſus as he came in the 


- Fleſh, and leads them off from him; but the Spirit that gives 


Teſtimony for that Jeſus, and leads to him, can be no other 


than the Spirit of God. 2 


The Devil has the moſt bitter and implacable Enmity againſt 
that Perſon, eſpecially in his Character of the Saviour of Men ; 
he mortally hates the Story and Doctrine of his Redemption; he 
never would go about to beget in Men more honourable 


Thoughts of him, and ſo to incline them more to fear him, and 


lay greater Weight on his Inſtructions and Commands. The 
Spirit that inclines Mens Hearts to the Seed of the Woman, is 
not theSpirit of the Serpent,that has ſuch an irreconcileableEnmi- 
i him. He that heightens Mens Eſteem of the glorious 
Michael, that Prince of the Angels, is not the Spirit of the 
Dragon that is at War with him. E 
2. When the Spirit that is at Work operates apainſt the Inte- 
reſt of Satan's Kingdom, which lies in encouraging and eftabliſh- 
ing Sin, and cheriſhing Mens worldly rg this is a ſure Sign 
This Sign we have given 

us in the 4th and 5th Verſes. Te are of God, Little Children, 
and have overcome them 3 becauſe- greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the World. They are of the Warld, therefore 
peak they of the World, and the World heartth them. Here is a 
lain Antitheſis: Tis evident that the Apoſtle is ſtill comparing 
hoſe that are influenced by the zwo oppoſite Kinds of Spirits, 
the true and the falſe, and Hewi the Difference; the one are 
of God, and overcome the Spirit of the World ; the other are 
of the World, and ſpeak and ſavour the Things of the World. 
The Spirit of the Devil is here called, He that is in the World. 


Chriſt ſays, My Kingdom is not of this World. But tis otherwiſe 


with Satan's Kingdom; he is the God of this Warld. | 
What the Apaltle means by the World, or the Things that 


are of the World, we learn by his own Words, in the ad f I, 


ter of this Epiſtle, 15th and 16th Verſes, Lowe not the World, 
neither the Things thay are in the World : If any Man lave the 
"World, the Love of the Father is not in him : For all that is in 


the World, the Luft of” the Flach, and the Luft " the E yer, and 


the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but is of the World. 80 
that by the World the Apoſtle evidently means every Thing that 
appertains to the. Intereit of Sin, and comprehends all the Cor- 
IR E 2 ruptions 


179 of the true SeinT, 35 
whether that Conviction and AﬀeCtion be in that Manner, or to 
that Degree, as to be ſaving or ng, -  ' | 

"Bat che Words of the Apoſtle are remarkable; the Perſon 
that the Spirit gives Teſtimony to, and to whom he raiſes their 
Efteem and 


36 n Make e Wah >. 
ruptions and Luſts of Men, and all 5 7 and Objects 


which ate gritified. In theſe by tho 4. — 
ö 8 , Who is the Spin that i in th ets ang E 
God of the 

14 we may ſafely determine, from what the hpoſile fa 2 
that the Spirit 4. at work amongſt a People, thats © is oo 
to work after ſuch a Manher, as — leſſen Mens Eſteem 

Pleaſures, Profits and Honours of the World, and to 
their Hearts from an N Whig after theſe Things ; 2 to 
engag them in 4 cern about a future and _ 12 ; 


in that 10 1 *** * 75 —4 F: N 
them u earneſt ſeeki ugdom o a 

6s them pon 0 5 of the Dreadfulneſs , Sin, 

the Galle char k pip, and the Miſery that it expoſes to: I 


ſay, the Spirit „ WT after ſuch à Manner, muſt needs be 
the Spirit of G 

It is not to be 1 * that Satan would go > about to convince 
Men of Sin, a the Sabre 3 K it can no Way 1 
his End; to * Candle of the Lord ſhine the brigh 


and to open the Modth of that Vicegerent of God in the 
It is for his Intereſt, Whatever he does, to lull Conſcience 
and np he quiet ; -to-have that, with its Eyes and Meath o- 
her Soul, will tend to clog and hinder all his Defigns of 
rkneſs, and evermore to be diſturbing his Affairs, OT See 
ſing his Intereſt in the Soul, and diſquieting him, ſo that he can 
manage nothing to his Mind without Moleſtation. Would the 
Devil, whe he is about to eſtabliſh Men in a Way and State of 
Sin, take fuch à Courſe, in the firſt Place, to enlighten and a- 
waken the Conſcience to ſee the Dreadſulneſs of Sin, and make 
. them exceedingly afraid of Sin, and ſenſible of their Miſery by 
| Reaſon of their paſt Sins, and their great Need of Deliverance 
from the Guilt of them, and more careful, i Juiſitive and watch- 
ful to diſcern what is ſinſul ; and to avoid future Sins ; and fo 
more afraid of rhe Devil's Temptations, and careful to guard a- 
= them? What do thoſe Men do with their Reaſon, that 
55 ppoſe that the Spirit that operates 'thus, is the Spirit of the 
vi 
Poſſibly ſome may ſay, That the Devil may even awaken 
Mens Colfciences to deceive them, and make them think t of 
have been the Subjects of a —_ of the Spirit of 
while they are indeed till in the Gall of Bittergeſs. But to this 
it may be re] lied, That the Man that has an awakened Conſci- 
ence is the leaſt likely to be deceived of any Man in the World; 
Tis the drowſy, inſenſible, flupid Conſcience, that is moſt * 
fly 2 he more ſenſible Conſcience is in a diſeaſed Soul, 
the leſs eaſily is it t quieted Without a real Healing. The more 
ſenſible Conſcience 1s made of the Dreadfulneſsof Sin, and of the 
Greatneſs of a W own Guilt * its the leſs likely is he * 
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gaged to ſeek it in the Uſe of the Means that God has appointed, 
we may certainly . conclude that it is from the Spirit of God, 
whatever Effects this Concern has on their Bodies; tho” it cauſes 
them to cry ont aloud, or to ſhriek,: or to faint, or tho it throws 


them into Convulſions, or whatever other Way the Blood and 

Irits are FP | | 
pe Influence of the Spitit of God is yet more 2 
maniſeſt, if Perſons have their Hearts drawn of from the World, 
and awean'd from the Objects of their worldly Luſts, and taken 


off from worldly Purſuits, by the Senſe they have of the Excel- 
lency of divine Things, and the Affection they have to thoſe 


ſpiritual Enjoyments of another World, that are promiſed in the 


' 


3. That Spirit that operates in ſuch a Manner, as to caufe 
. in Men à greater Regard to the holy Scriptures, and 
them more in their Truth and Divinity, is certain 
God. | 'This Rule the Apoſtle gives us in the 6th 
of God ; be that knoweth God hu: F 
areth not us: Hereby know wwe the Spirit of 
Spirit of Error. Me are of God; that is, We 
« are ſent forth of God, and appoi of him 


the World, and to deliver that Doctrine, thoſe 
that are to be their Rules therefore he that hnoweth God, he- 

* eth us,” &c.— The Apoſtle's Ar t in the Verſe 9 
reaches all that in the ſame Senſe are. of God, that is, all th 

that God has appointed and inſpired to deliver to his Church 
its Rule of Faith and Practice : all the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
whoſe Doctrine Gcd has made the Foundation on which he has 


built his Church, as in Eb. ii. 20. all the Penmen of 
Scriptures. The Devil never would go about to beget in 
ſons a Regard to that divine Word, which God hath given 
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on, and ſenfible of their Need of God's Pity and Help, and en- 
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baffle his Deſigus: It is his conſtant Pla 
of the Spirit, that pierces him, and 
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the 


dend kundig Rule or the Dirschkou of n 


a Ul hoes Menere e Genen of chete! , all 


A-Spirit of Deluſion won't incline Perſons e N. 


on ar the Mouth of God. J the Law and to the Te, , 


the Cry of thoſe evil Spirits that Ba no Ds. ; 
2 ONE 

" 20. unto 4 wato t. L 
— familiar Spirits, "and: _ — that peep, and. {oi 
mutter: ſhould not a People ſeek unto heir Gus for the Li 
the Dead? To the Law, and to tbe Teftimony 3 


according to this. Mord, it in becauſ there is 5 up] 


The Devil don't fay the ſame as T. did, hes 
pt that 


£ bigh Opinion of the infallible Rate, and incline tber to think 
much of it, and be very converſant with it? Would the Prince 


of Darkneſs, in order to promote his Kingdom of Darkneſs, 


lead Men to the Sun? The Devil has ever ſhewn a mortal 


and Hatred towards that holy Book the Bible: He has 2 41 . 
that has been in his Power to extinguiſh that Light, and to draw 


Men off from it: He knows that tis that Light by which his 


Kingdom of Darkneſs is to be overthrown. He has had for 
many Ages Experience of its Power to defeat bis Purpoſes, and 
Tis the main Wea. - 
pon which Michael uſes in his War with him: Tis the Sword 
and — wich w ich Cel, ah rock 
at and fore, whic 

— that crooked Serpent. Tis that ſharp * we 
read of, Rev. xix. 15. that proceeds out 0 tho Mouth of bim 
that fat on the Horſe,” with which he ſmites his Enemies. 


Text is a Dart to torment the old Serpent: He. has felt the 
Ringing Smart thouſands of Times 3 therefore he is enraged a- 


gainſt the Bible, and hates every Word in it: And t re we 


may be ſure that he never will go about to raiſe Perſons Eſteem 
of it, or Aſlection to it. And accordingly we fee it to be com- 


mon in Enthuſiaſts, that they depreciate this written Rule, and 


ſet up the Light within, or ſome other Rule above it. 
4 * — Bolin to judge of Spirits may be drawn from thoſe 
Com wen to the two oppoſite Spirits, in the 
Words the 60h 6th erſe, Ne SPIRIT OF TRUTH, and 
the eee hs — pry wy exhibit the wa 
oppoſite t it od, and other 8 that 
rfeit his tions. And therefore, if by eblevieg the 
ner of the of a Spirit that is at Work among a 


People, we ſee, that jt operates as a Spirit of Truth, leadin 
he choſe Thi g 


ſons to Truth, convincing them of ings that-are dae, 
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themſel 


: One Sect of them in particular call 
f „But this is quite another why than that 
I have juſt deſcribed 5 tis only the Working 
_ — f. Love 1 —— any more — 
the Union and Friendſhip which may he àmong a 7 0 
Pyrates, that are Was with all the reſt ofthe World, There 
is ſufficient e Mages andy obj} that we are upon, 
ature and Motive of a truly Chri an Hove; thoroughly _ = 
— from--all+ſach- Counterſcits. It is Love at bs 

an Apprehenſion of the -wonderful Riches of free _ 7 
nd — of God's Lot to us, in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
attended with a Senſe of our own utter Unworthineſs, 8 | 
Ives the Enemies and Haters of God and Chriſt, and wih 
ciation of all-our-own Excellency and Righteouſhebs, 
er. 9, 1 — — - The ſureſt Character of true di- 
vine ſuper- natural Love; diſtinguiſhing it ſrom Codùntei feits that 
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And another Thing that I would intreat the 5 Friends 
of this glorious Work of God to avoid, is managing the Con- 
troverſy with Oppoſers with too * Heat, and Appearance 
of*an Angry Zeal ; and particufarly . infiſting very much in 

blick Prayer and Preaching, on th > Fee of Oppoſes, 
I thr Perſecuion were ten ſo great as it is, .methi 

would not be beſt 10 r about it. Tt Rn Oh 
dane in be Yikes Lambs, not to be to complain and of below ; 
they are hurt ; to be dumb and not bpen "thei Mouth, *. 
. of our dear Redeemer ; und not to be like 8 

22 ſcream aloud when they are touch d. 
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